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THE 

Englifh  Pericles,  &c. 

HUMAN  Nature  from  the  Begin¬ 
ning  has  been  always  uniform  and 
conftant  in  its  Adings,  and  how 
many  foever  may  have  been  the  Changes  and 
Revolutions  it  may  have  caufed,  however  it 
may  have  been  furrounded  with  the  perpetual 
Mutability  of  all  other  Things  in  the  World, 

*  4- 

yet  it  has  been  itfelf  always  the  fame. 

The  Ufe  I  would  make 
of  this  Refledion  is,  to  drew  that  whatever 
we  may  think  of  the  Men  of  antient  Times, 
of  whom  vve  are  apt  to  judge,  as  if  they  were 
not  like  thofe  of  this  Age  ;  yet  we  (hall  find, 
that  they  partook  of  the  lame  Appetites  and 
Paiiions  with  ourfelves,  their  Affedions  of 

8  PI  op  e  . 
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Hope  and  fear,  of  Defire  and  A  vcrfion,  were 
cals,  in  the  lame  original  hdold,  and  when 
exerted,  were  attended  with  the  fame  Effects 
as  at  prefent.  Hence  it  is,  we  find  in  the 
Hiftories  of  former  Times,  the  fame  Kind  of 
Occurrences  and  Events,  the  fame  Traces  of 
wild  Ambition,  the  fame  Spirit  of  Faction, 
the  fame  Love  of  Liberty,  the  fame  Vene¬ 
ration  for  able  and  a<9.ive  Minifters,  who  have 
made  the  Happinefs  of  the  Public,  the  Rule 

of  their  Actions. - In  fliort,  all  Things  the 

fame ,  as  we  have  experienced  in  the  latter 
Ages  of  the  World ;  lo  that  at  leafi:  in  this 
Particular,  we  fee  the  Aphorifin  of  Solomon 
verified,  That  which  hath  been  is  now,  and 
that  which  is  to  be,  hath  already  been. 

The  fame  Remark  may 
be  extended  to  States  and  Kingdoms,  as  well 
as  applied  to  Individuals  ;  and  we  find  that 
Bodies  politic  under  fimilar  Circumftancts, 
acted  with  the  fame  Uniformity  at  all  Times. 

What  England  may  be 
now  with  Regard  to  its  Naval  Strength,  A- 
them  was  at  the  Beginning  of  the  Pelopons- 
Jian  War  5  and  would  have  continued  to  have 

had 


had  the  Maftery  over  their  Rivals  the  Lace¬ 
demonians ,  if  they  had  obferved  the  repeated 
Directions  of  their  wife  and  experienced  Mi¬ 
ni  tier  Pericles ,  who  always  was  patting 
them  in  Mind  of  two  fundamental  Rules  to  be 
obferved  by  them,  Keeping  themfelves  quiet 
at  Home ,  and  taking  Care  of  their  Marine, 
for  whatever  Affairs  might  call  them  A- 
broad  *.  Bat  inftead  of  purfuing  this  wife 
Advice,  they  run  direCtly  into  the  contrary 
Imprudence  }  and  every  Man  confidering 
bis  own  Advantage  before  that  of  the  Public, 
thofe  who  were  uppermoft,  pufhed  their  own 
Defigns,  and  oppofed  thofe  of  their  Adver- 
faries,  fo  that  the  State  was  generally  the  Suf¬ 
ferer  -j~.  Their  ill  Succefs  was  not  owing 
fo  much  to  the  Incapacity  of  thofe  that  were 
to  execute,  as  it  was  to  the  continual  Con¬ 
tention  and  Oppolition  of  thofe,  who  would 
chufe  the  Lofs  of  Fleets  and  Armies,  and  the 
Honour  of  their  Country,  rather  than  a  Vic¬ 
tory,  gained  under  the  Direction  of  a  Rival  — 
This  was  the  Cafe  in  the  Expedition  again  ft 

B  2  Sicily , 

*  Hirv%ectyiilxs,  ra  xx  1  to  vxvtixov,  Sipaircvovlixz, 

Thucidid.  Lib.  ii. 

•f  Tas?  dix;  xxi  ifics  xifn,  nx-xai  e;  rE 

■vtyxs  t> 5'/l»;  xxa  rs;  rv nrahiTewxv.  Ibid. 


Sicily ,  as  Thticidides  tells  us,  and  Experience 
tells  us  alio, — that  this  has  been  the  Cafe  in 
Expeditions  of  more  modern  Date. 

But  Pericles  did  not 
live  to  fee  the  Accomplishment  of  his  Pre¬ 
dictions,  which  poffibly  would  not  have 
happened,  if  he  had  not  died.  His  Ability 
would  have  wifely  plan’d  their  Enterprizes, 
and  his  Prudence  happily  directed  them. 

But  though  he  was 
the  very  Soul  of  the  State  while  he  lived, 
and  by  purfuing  their  true  Intereils,  had 
carried  their  Reputation  and  Happinefs  to 
the  higheft  Pitch,  yet  no  fooner  had  the 
People  felt  fuch  Reverfe  and  Misfortunes, 
as  arofe  from  the  Defcent  of  the  Enemy 
on  their  Lands,  or  the  unavoidable  Vilita- 
tion  of  Heaven  in  a  Peftilence,  but  they 
were  ready  to  charge  all  this  upon  their  Mi¬ 
ni  der,  and  found  forne  Confolation,  in  hav¬ 
ing  Somebody  to  throw  the  Blaine  on  from 

themfelves.  This  was  fome  Relief  to  Minds 

*  «/• 

bending  beneath  the  Weight  of  their  Cala¬ 
mities.  To  which  he  wifely  anfwered,  that 
indeed  ill  Succefs  is  but  too  apt  to  change 
Mens  Opinions  ■>  but  that  they  Jhoutd  not  lay 

to 
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lo  his  Charge,  the  Misfortunes  that  were  not 
in  human  Power  to  prevent,  unlefs  they 
would  allow  him  alfo  the  Merit  of  accidental 
good  Fortune.  However,  popular  Clamour 
ibon  eot  the  better  of  Intereft  and  Gratitude, 
and  the  Weight  of  the  prefent  Adverfity 
wiped  away  all  Remembrance  of  their  part; 
Obligations.  In  fhort,  the  great  Pericles ,  by 
the  little  Artifices  and  Mifreprefentations  of 
Faction,  was  brought  to  his  Trial,  condemned 
and  fined  as  an  Enemy  to  his  Country 
one  Day,  by  that  People,  who  with  the  fame 
Ardor  and  Incon  {fancy  fetched  him  back  the 
next ,  as  their  General  and  Deliverer. — He 
retired  as  a  Criminal — He  returned  as  Mailer 
both  of  them  and  their  State.  And  as  he 
knew  how  to  lay  hold  of  every  proper  Op¬ 
portunity  upon  every  Occafion,  fo  here  he 
did  not  omit  taking  Advantage  of  the  good 
Humour  of  the  People,  to  tell  them  their  Er¬ 
rors,  and  juftify  himlelf.  I  (hall  tranfcribe  a 
Period  or  two  out  of  his  Speech  at  this  Con¬ 
juncture,  as  it  is  one  of  the  fineft  Pieces  of 
Eloquence  in  the  World. 

‘  You  complain,  my 
*  Countrymen,  fays  he,  of  your  private  Suf- 

*  ferings. 


('  I©  ) 

fe rings.  You  have  a  Right  to  complain, 
but  not  to  be  angry.  Consider,  it  is  better 
that  Individuals  luffer  a  little,  if  the  Public 

*  thereby  can  be  better  fupported  ;  than  that 
the  Public  fbould  fink,  and  Individuals  be 

4  fecure  ;  for  the  Fall  of  the  Public  will  ne- 

*  ceffarily  draw  after  it  the  Ruin  of  Particu- 

*  lars ;  but  tbe  little  Sufferings  and  tempo- 

*  rary  Diftreffes  of  private  Men,  may  be  felt 

*  by  them,  without  endangering  the  Public, 
c  becaufe  bye  and  bye  they  may  recover  again . 

*  —You  are  much  miftaken  to  think  you  are 

*  as  competent  Judges  of  thefe  Matters,  as 
c  I,  who  am  a  Man  of  Experience,  that 

*  yields  to  none  of  you,  neither  in  Knowledge 
‘  of  Bujmcf,  nor  Eloquence,  nor  Love  of 
<  Country ,  nor  Contempt  of  Riches.  I  men- 
c  tion  thefe  together,  becaufe  they  ought  all 

*  to  meet  in  a  complete  Minifler  ;  for  he  that 

*  knows  how  to  ncl,  and  not  to  /peak,  may 

*  as  well  know  nothing ;  and  he  that  hath 
«  Eloquence  and  Knowledge,  if  they  are 

*  not  directed  by  the  Love  of  his  Country, 

«  they  will  be  of  no  Ufc  ;  and  if  he  has  all 
‘  three,  and  loves  Money,  he  will  infallibly 

‘  fell 
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*  fell  every  Thing  elfe  to  get  it  Thus 

far  Pericles. - And  it  is  no  Wonder  indeed, 

that  Power,  Succefs  and  Glory,  which  are  the 
Bails  of  national  Greatnefs,  fhould  be  carried 
fo  high  at  Athens ,  under  an  Administration 
like  that  of  Pericles ,  in  whom  all  thefe  Qua¬ 
lifications  met. 

We  may  chance  to  read 
of  Pcrfons  at  the  Head  of  Affairs,  either  in 
our  own  or  other  Countries,  with  one  or  two 
of  thefe  great  Requifites,  and  even  that  has 
been  accounted  extraordinary,  but  where 
we  meet  with  a  Perfon  poffeffed  with  all 
thefe,  it  is  a  certain  Mark,  that  he  is  the  Man , 
under  whom  public  Good  and  national  Glory 
is  to  be  expedted  •,  and  wherever  they  are  to 
be  found,  be  it  at  Athens  or  Rome ,  be  it  in 

Turkey 

ri*  ••  *•  v.  f  ■**  f  *• 

*  Kai  rci  Towtb)  atvJpi  o^y^e^s,  eg  xfisvog  tjtitccv  oiouocg 

SiViXl)  yvuvxi  TOC  Jiovla,  XXL  Soy.EVPJTCti  TCCVTOCy  (pl\07T0Xig 

te  xai  %or\y.cx,Tuv  hoektctuv — ote  yotg  yvxg  xocl  pn  troclpug 
Mx£xi}sv  i<rco  Eixxi  [A.ri  O  r  K(Jt>(pQTsgoc9 

ir\  $s  i toXei  Jucrvxg,  ax  ccv  cuciccg  ti  cixuoog  (pgoc^oi* 
irgoTOvlog  is  kou  t xJ'e,  ci  JW  Ta%v[Atr&vl& 

TXTiS  SV og  OCV  7T(oAoiTO. 

iPericlis  Concio  apud  Thucid.  Lib.  iL  p.  137. 
Edit.  Wechcl.  Francofurt. 
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Turkey  or  in  England ,  that  State  mu  ft  in¬ 
fallibly  flourifti  in  the  Nature  of  Things  ;  for 
a  Knowledge  difinterefted,  and  an  Eloquence 
honeft  and  well  defigned,  the  firft  to  contrive, 
and  the  other  to  perfuade  wholefome  Mea¬ 
sures,  never  miffed  their  Aim  in  making 
their  Country  glorious  and  happy.— On  the 
other  Hand,  wherever  we  have  (een  the  De¬ 
cadence  and  Decline  of  Kingdoms  and  Em¬ 
pires,  it  was  where  Ignorance,  Avarice  and 
Corruption  had  fap’d  all  the  Foundations  of 
public  Spirit,  in  order  to  build  their  Nefts  on 
the  Ruins  of  their  Country.  But  though 
thefe  Inftances  of  Virtue  are  rare,  and  lel- 
domer  to  be  found  in  modern  Hiftories,  than 
antient  States,  among  whom  we  every  now 
and  then  meet  with  amazing  Examples  of 
Ability  and  Integrity  j  yet  as  the  human 
Soul  ads  as  uniformly  now  as  it  did  two 
thoufand  Years  ago,  and  lies  open  to  the 
fame  uncorrupt  and  virtuous  Motives,  that 
warmed  the  Patriots  of  antient  Greece,  why 
may  we  not  exped  the  fame  Effeds  ?  Why 
not  a  Pericles  be  the  Growth  of  Britain,  as 
well  as  it  was  the  Produce  of  Athens  ? 


naatcawm- 
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It  will  therefore  be  do¬ 
ing  fome  Service  to  my  Countrymen,  to  let 
them  fee,  that  thofe  very  Qualifications  in  a 
Minifter,  that  raifed  the  Athenian  State  to 
fuch  a  high  Pitch  of  Grandeur  and  Profperi- 
ty,  are  happily  united  in  that  Part  of  our  Ad- 
miniftration,  by  whom  the  public  Affairs 
feem  at  prefcnt  to  be  dire&ed  ;  and  that  as 
they  found  all  they  wanted  in  their  Pericles, 
we  have  every  Thing  to  hope  and  expedt  from 
our  P  I  T'T. 

It  is  not  the  Defign  of 
thefe  Pages  to  launch  into  fulfome  Flattery, 
and  Panegyric,  but  to  Ipeak  the  Words  of 
Truth  and  Sobernefs.  Not  to  dazzle  the 
Eyes  of  the  Reader  with  falfe  Colours  and 
fpecious  Reprefentations.  No  ;  he  lhall  have 

fair  Play. - He  lhall  be  his  own  Judge,  and 

by  laying  down  thefe  four  Qualifications  of 
a  complete  Minifter  given  by  Pericles ,  he 
lhall  compare  the  Coududt  of  Mr.  P— —  by 
this  Rule,  and  fee  how  far  he  anfwers  thefe 
Requifites,  as  a  Man  of  Knowledge,  a  Man 
of  Eloquence,  a  Lover  of  his  Country ,  with  a 
Contempt  of  Riches,  and  if  upon  fair  and  im¬ 
partial  Examination,  he  lhall  be  found  to  be 

C  that 
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that  able,  *  hone  ft  and  difintercfted  Minifter 
here  defcribed,  t  fhall  felicitate  my  Country 
on  having  a  Man  at  her  Plead,  formed  upon 
that  Plan  of  Pericles,  that  made  himfelf 
glorious ,  and  his  Country  happy. 


We  will  therefore  con- 
fidei  Mr.  P -  in  (he  firft  FJlace,  with  Re¬ 

gard  to  the  Qualification  of  Knowledge,  of 
which  there  are  various  Sorts  proper  to  the 
Stations,  in  which  it  is  required.  There  is 
the  Knowledge  of  a  Mechanic  as  well  as  of  a 
Philoiopher,  and  a  Science  in  Mufick  as  well 
as  in  Politicks.  T  he  Knowledge  therefore  we 
are  concerned  to  find  in  our  Minifter,  is  that 
Knowledge  that  is  neceftary  and  proper  for  a 
Stateftnan,  by  which  I  don’t  mean  thofe  lit¬ 
tle  Tricks  and  Subterfuges,  thofe  Arts  of  de¬ 
ceiving  and  Surprize,  which  generally  go  un¬ 
der  the  modern  Name  of  Politicks.  But  by 
Knowledge  in  a  Statefman  I  mean,  that  man¬ 
ly  comprehenfive  View,  that  he  ought  to 
have,  of  the  Interefts  of  his  Country,  how 
far  they  interfere  with,  or  may  be  obftrudted 
by  thofe  of  other  Nations,  wherein  his  own 
Strength  con  ft  ft  s,  and  the  Weaknefs  of  his 
Enemy  lies,  where  he  can  adt  with  Effect 
and  where  an  Imprefiion  can  eafteft  be  made 

■j  upon 
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upon  his  Adverfary;  where  he  may  hazard 
lead,  and  where  tire  Enemy  can  fuffer  moil. 


In  the  next  Place,  he 
muff  proportion  his  Care  to  his  Deligns,  he 
mu  ft  be  a&ive  and  lofe  no  Opportunities,  he 
mult  watch  every  Incident,  and  provide  for 
every  Contingency,  lo  far  I  mean  as  human 
Prudence  can  forefeej  he  mult  be  diligent  and 
not  walte  that  Time  on  himlelf  and  his  Plea- 
fures,  which  is  due  to  the  Public. 


But  befides  this  Policy, 
that  becomes  neceflary  from  Apprehenfions  of 
our  Enemies,  there  is  another  Kind,  that  relates 
to  the  interior  Government  of  the  People,  that 
is,  to  provide  for  their  Peace  and  Content¬ 
ment,  by  fecuring  to  them  their  juft  Liberties, 
and  guarding  them  not  only  from  the  Gppref- 
fion  and  Wrong  of  others,  but  by  putting  it 
out  eftheir  Power,  in  fame  Cafes,to  hurt  thesn- 
felves;  to  reftrain  Li'centiouinels,  and  cut  off  as 
much  as  may  be,  the  Occafon  of  the  Corrup¬ 
tion  of  their  Morals. 

Another  Part  of  political 
Knowledge,  is,  to  endeavour  to  make  the  gieat 
Weight  of  Taxes  and  ImpoGcions  as  light  to 
the  Subjedt,  as  may  be  ;  that  the  People  may 

C  2  pay 
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pay  them  with  Chearfulnefs,  when  they 
find,  that  however  burthenfome  they  may  be, 
yet  they  are  necefiary  to  their  own  Welfare, 
but  the  Matter  of  the  greateft  Confequence, 
to  keep  them  eafy  and  fatisfied  under  this 
Load,  is  to  let  them  fee,  that  they  are  not 
carelefsly  fquandered  away,  but  laid  out  with 
Judgment  and  managed  with  Frugality,,  with 
Integrity  j  and  when  People  thus  fee  that 
they  have  their  Pennyworth  for  their  Penny, 
they  will  be  the  more  ready  to  anfwer  with 
Supply,  when  the  public  Exigency  calif 
for  it.  In  fhort,  the  Knowledge  proper  to  a 
Statefman,  is  that  good  Underftanding,  joined 
to  Experience,  which  enables  him  to  provide 
for  the  good  Government,  the  Glory,  and  the 
Profperity  of  his  Country. 

Let  us  bring  Mr.  P — ’s 
Conduct  to  this  Rule,  and  examine,  how  far 
he  has  (hewn  this  Knowledge  as  a  Statef¬ 
man.  But  let  us  recoiled:  firft,  what  were 
the  Circum  fiances,  what  the  Situation  we 
were  in,  when  he  entered  upon  the  Admi- 
nifiration. 

■ — Our  Fleets  had  fled 

before  our  Enemies  ;  the  Fortrefs  of  Mahon 

and 


I 
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% 

and  Ifland  of  Minorca  taken ;  our  Troops 
defeated  in  North  America ,  and  on  which 
Side  foever  you  looked  upon  our  Affairs, 
they  carried  a  mclancholly  and  diftreffed 
Afped.  The  national  Reputation  loft,  the 
Honour  of  the  Navy  bafely  given  up,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  repeated  Unfuccefs  of  our 
Affairs  in  America ,  had  extinguifhed  the 
Ardor,  and  damped  the  Confidence  that  ufed 
to  be  the  Charaderiftic  of  an  Engiifiman,-— 

1  don’t  mean  that  Confidence  that  unadvifed- 
ly  prefumes  on  the  Weaknefs  of  an  Enemy, 
but  that  Confidence  that  arifes  from  a  Per- 
fuafion  and  Feeling  of  our  own  national  Vii- 
tue  and  Bravery.  There  was  than  hardly 
Spirit  enough  left  us  even  to  hope  that  Mat¬ 
ters  might  be  recovered,  fuch  was  the  De- 

^edion  that  reigned  univerfally. - And  fo 

great  was  the  Confternation,  that  the  Pilots 
at  the  Helm  were  at  a  Stand  for  fome  Time, 
while  the  great  Ship  of  the  Public  drove,— 
the  Sport  of  every  Wind.  Such  then  was  our 
Situation  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1757, 
when  Mr.  P —  came  into  Bufinefs. 

The  firft  Thing  be 
did,  was  to  infult  the  Coaft  of  France 
with  a  great  Armament,  which  alarmed 

the 
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the  whole  Country,  and  employed  100,000 
Men  in  different  Parts  of  their  Coun¬ 
try  to  watch  their  Motions,  and  be  pre¬ 
pared  for  their  Defcent ;  which  by  fome 
Means  not  neceffary  to  be  mentioned  here 

was  not  carried  into  Execution, _ But  un- 

fuccefsful  as  it  was  in  this  Point,  it  however 
made  fuch  a  Diverfion  as  the  French  Affairs 
in  America  foon  felt  the  Effcd  of ;  and 
from  which  Period,  the  Rapidity  of  their 
Succcffes  began  to  receive  the  fir  ft  Check. 

The  Wifdom  of  this 
Mcafure  was  fo  obvious,  and  fo  agreeable  to 
our  naval  Strength,  which  by  appearing  on 
the  Enemy's  Coaft,  would  keep  in  perpetual 
Alarm  and  Fatigue  1 00,000  Men,  not  know¬ 
ing  where  to  exped  the  Defcent,  that  it  is 
furprizing,  it  had  not  been  pradifed  before. 
But,  I  know  not  how,  nor  for  what  Reafon 
it  was  certainly  a  Maxim  in  the  Mouths  of 
fome  Men  at  that  Time,  That  <we  mu  ft  not 
f  revoke  France.  Such  a  Complaifance  as  this 
to  our  Enemy,  plainly  (hews  the  Timidity  of 
thofe  Councils,  that  had  not  Firmnefs  or  Con- 
ftancy  enough  to  purfue,  what  they  knew  was 
right,  with  Refolution  and  Vigour.  It  was 
not  for  Want  of  Power,  it  was  not  for  Want 

of 


of  good  Intention,  let  us  do  them  that  Jus¬ 
tice  ;  it  was  rather  a  Defed  in  the  Confti- 
tution  of  thofe  Men,  whofe  Spirits  could 
rife  no  higher,  than  a  fixed  Poitit,  which 
drew  after  it  Inattention  and  Inadivity  with 
Regard  to  the  Public.  There  is  a  certain 
Degree  of  animal  Warmth,  that  goes  to  form 
a  Greatnefs  of  Mind,  and  Adions  of  Eclat 
were  never  performed  by  feeble,  faint,  lan- 
guifhing  Attempts,  which  ferve  only  to 
bring  on  Confumption  and  Decay  by  flow 
Steps,  and  imperceptible  Degrees. 

Let  us  now  turn  our 
Eyes  towards  the  Adions  of  the  Year  1758, 
which  by  their  Events,  we  may  dare  to  pro¬ 
nounce,  were  plan'd  with  Judgment  and  ex¬ 
ecuted  with  Bravery.  In  the  Month  of  June 
an  Expedition  was  fitted  out  againft  the 
French  Coaft,  which  gave  fuch  an  Alarm, 
as  produced  its  defired  Efted,  by  making  a 
powerful  Diverfion,  and  caufing  a  Recall  of 
Part  of  the  French  Army  in  Germany  ;  after 
the  Departure  of  which,  they  never  attempt¬ 
ed  any  Thing  of  Importance,  though  twice 
the  Number  of  the  A  llies. — The  Storm  fell 
upon  S(.  Malo,  where  we  deftroyed  upwards 

of 
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of  an  hundred  Ships,  a  great  Part  of  which, 
were  Privateers,  that  had  been  a  perpetual 
Annoyance  to  our  Trade,  the  reft  were 
Merchantmen, 

The  next  Attempt  was 
upon  Cher  burg ,  where  we  demolilhed  that 
Bafin,  which  was  contrived  to  hold  a  fuffi- 
cient  naval  Armament,  that  might  run  upon 
our  Coafts  in  a  few  Hours  Time,  and  make  a 
Defcent  before  it  was  poflible  to  prevent  it. 

I  am  told  the  Books  re¬ 
lating  to  the  Expence  of  building  that  Work, 
fell  into  the  Hands  of  fome  of  our  Officers 
at  that  Time,  by  which  it  appeared,  that  it 
had  coft,  in  a  few  Years,  a  Sum  equal  to 
twelve  hundred  thouland  Pounds  Sterling. 

The  Importance  of  this 
Blow  was  not  only  confiderable  by  the  Da¬ 
mage  done  the  Enemy,  but  it  gave  Life  and 
Spirit  to  our  People  ;  it  made  them  feel  their 
own  Legs  again,  and  look  a  Frenchman  in 
the  Face,  without  any  of  thofe  Apprehenfions 
that  had  grown  out  of  our  part  ill  Succeftes. 

It  was  then  we  faw  Cannon  and  Colours,— 

Trophies 
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Trophies  taken  off  the  Walls  of  our  Ene¬ 
mies,  carried  in  Triumph,  A  Spe&acle  this 
Generation  was  a  Stranger  to. 

Soon  after  this,  we  took 
the  Gum  Settlement  of  Senega  in  Africa , 
by  which  Means  we  not  only  fupply  our 
own  Manufactures  with  this  valuable  Drug, 
before  bought  from  our  Enemies  at  their 
own  Price  ;  but  if  we  can  keep  it,  we  fhall 
be  able  to  furnifh  all  Europe ,  as  the  French 

•  *  •  r  T 

did  before,  and  bring  thence  a  large  Revenue 
into  the  Kingdom. 

The  next  Operation  of 
this  Year  was  as  glorious  as  it  was  important. 
It  was  the  taking  of  Lout  /burg  and  the  Ill  ind 
of  Cape  Breton,  and  taking  or  deftroying  fix 
Men  of  War  of  the  Line,  and  five  Frigates. 
—The  I  Hand  of  St.  John,  the  Magazine  of 
their  northern  Settlements ;  and  Cajpey  the 
Storchoufe  of  their  Winter  Stock  of  Fifh, 
which  when  it  was  burnt  by  Sir  Charles 
Hardy,  amounted  to  the  Value  of  60,000 /. 
Englijh.  The  pitiable  Confequences  of  this 
laft  hard  but  neceffary  Mealure,  we  have 
lately  had  an  Account  of,  in  the  Death  of 
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Numbers  of  poor  People  in  Canada  and  the 

French  Settlements,  that  have  perifhed  thro' 
Hunger. 

I  pafs  over  the  Particu¬ 
lars  of  the  taking  Fort  Frontenac  and  Fort 
du  Quef/te}  either  of  which,  a  few  Years  ago, 
would  fingly  have  been  fufficient,  to  have 

marked  down  that  Year  as  glorious,  in  which 
it  had  happened. 

But  as  if  nothing  was 
enough  while  we  had  Time  to  do  more, 
two  other  Armaments  were  fitted  out,  the 
Succefs  of  that  to  Goree  we  have  lately  had 
an  Account  of;  and  we  truft  that  the  fame 
Wifdom  and  Spirit  that  has  animated  all  the 
Undertakings  of  the  laft  Year,  will  bring 
the  other  to  a  happy  iffue. 

I  know  it  will  be  faid 
here,  have  we  not  had  our  Defeats  as  well 
as  our  Victories?  True;  but  Minifters  are 
not  to  be  anfwerable  for  Errors  in  Execution, 
where  human  Imperfections,  or  the  unavoid¬ 
able  Accidents  of  War  may  defeat  the  wifeft 
Piecaution,  and  the  heft- laid  Defigns,  But 

you 
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you  will  fay,  why  then,  did  not  the  Minifler 
take  better  Care  in  the  Appointment  of  his 

Generals  ? - Remember,  the  General,  that 

was  fo  unfortunate  to  command  at  St.  Cas, 
was  He,  that  a  few  Weeks  before,  had  de¬ 
mo;  idled  the  Harbour  of  Cherbourg ,* and 

if  you  wili  not  remember  it, - the  French 

will. - But  as  if  fuch  a  Number  of  Ex¬ 

peditions,  and  fuch  a  Series  of  Victories  were 

not  fufficient  for  the  Courfe  of  one  Year - 

Preparations  have  been  made,  for  ftriking  the 
laft  Stroke  at  £>uebccy  as  foon  as  the  Paffage 
is  open  and  free’d  from  the  Ice.- — And  if  we 
can  cut  off  that  Head  of  the  Dragon,  all  the 
Members  will  fall  in  Courfe.  and  North 
America  be  reduced  in  a  few  Months,  which 
a  Year  or  two  ago,  was  thought  to  be  the 
Wo:  k  of  an  Age,  if  ever  practicable.  All  this, 
every  Man  in  England  knows  to  be  true. 

We  have  thus  far 

.  t 

feen  in  Mr.  P -  that  political  Know¬ 

ledge  (from  the  Effects  of  it,  which  are  the 
bed  Proof)  that  in  a  Year’s  Time  has  ex¬ 
torted  from  our  Enemies,  aConfeffion  of  our 
Superiority  at  Sea.— — We  have  feen  their 

Navy  more  than  half  deftroyed  or  taken, _ 
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their  Coaffs  infulted,  their  Harbours  blocked 
up,  ttieir  Forts  dernolifhed,  their  Settlements 
fuzed,  their  Trade  altnoff  ruined~*“their 
finances  fo  exhauffcd  by  foreign  Subfidies, 
fo  as  not  to  have  fufficient  for  their  own 
Uies — Such  Revolutions  in  their  Miniftry  in 
the  Cabinet,  fuch  fuperfeeding  of  their  Ge¬ 
nerals  in  the  Field. - In  fhort,  fuch  a  De¬ 

rangement  and  Confufion  in  their  Affairs,  as 
do  Honour  to  the  Wifdom  of  our  Counfels, 
and  the  Vigour  of  our  late  Operations. 

It  muff  be  owned  in¬ 
deed,  that  all  this  is  attended  with  great, 

very  great  Expences. - But  even  this  is  Wii- 

dom— — For  every  Man  muff  acknowledge, 
that  it  is  better  to  make  our  utmolf  Efforts 
for  two  or  three  Years,  than  be  fpinning  on  an 

unfuccefsful  War  for  fix  or  feven  - - -The 

Expence  in  the  Main  is  the  fame,  or  perhaps 
lets — but  the  Fruits  and  Confcquences  very 
different — for  by  the  Bi tiling  of  God  on  our 
Arms,  we  have  done  and  fhall  do,  more  in  two 
or  three  Years  by  thefe  Means,  and  adtingin 
earned,  than  was  done  in  the  lafl  War  in  leven, 
at  the  Expence  of  fmy  Millions,  or  ever 
•would  have  been  done,  had  we  gone  on  in 

the 
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the  fame  fauntring  Way — 'without  ObjeCt— 

without  Plan.- - But  it  is  to  be  expected, 

above  all,  that  as  the  French  are  now  come 
even  to  beg  Peace,  when  we  grant  it,  that  \ 
we  fhall  give  it  upon  fuch  fubftantial  and 
permament  Security,  as  will  put  it  out  of 
their  Power,  ever  to  difturb  it  again  in  that 
Quarter. — —If  Mr.  Pitt  can  gain  this  for 
his  Country,  he  will  give  them  a  good 
Account  of  their  Millions.  — .  ■ 

This  Sufficiency  of  Mr. 

P -  in  foreign  Affairs,  I  have  chofen  to 

confider  more  particularly,  becaufe  that  was 
the  Side,  on  which  before  we  were  moll  de¬ 
fective  }  and  for  Want  of  which,  our  Fleets 
have  covered  the  Seas  to  no  Purpofe,  and  our 
Armies  made  Campaigns  in  their  Quarters.— 

W  hereas  the  Effects  that  we  have  experienc’d 
under  his  fhort  Adminiftration  in  twelve 
Months,  are  convincing  and  undeniable 
Proofs — That  He  is  a  vigilant ,  aSlive  and 
able  Minijler. 

But  there  are  Abilities 
of  another  Kind,  alfo  to  be  expeded  in  a 
Statefman,  I  mean  luch  as  regard  the  interior 

.  Polity 


'<  •  ■ 


(  26  ) 

Polity  of  the  Government  he  has  the  Di¬ 
rection  of. — And  here  I  fhall  only  hint  at 
thofe  Bills,  that  in  the  two  laft  Seffions  of 
Parliament,  either  palled  or  were  intended  to 
pafs  into  Laws ;  for  the  Bale,  the  Security, 
tnd  Safety  of  the  Subject. 

It  was  thought  by  feme, 
shat  in  an  Ifland,  and  Conftitution  fuch  as 
ours  is,  we  might  ufe  our  Regular  Forces 
with  more  Effedt  and  Advantage,  if  we  were 
to  train  up  a  certain  Number  of  Militia,  that 
in  their  Abfence,  fhould  replace  the  Garri- 
fons,  guard  the  Coafis,  and  be  ready  upon 
any  fudden  Emergency,  to  go  out  in  Defence 
of  their  Property  and  Families.  And  as  this 
carried  all  the  Appearance  of  public  Utility, 
many  confiderable  Men  defired  a  Law  to  this 
Effedt. - Mr.  Secretary  P— —  not  only  ap¬ 

proved  of  the  Meafure,  as  a  private  Man,  but 
at  the  firlf  Opportunity  fupported  it  as  a 
MiniRer,  and  gave  it  all  the  Weight  and 
Affiftance,  that  a  Matter  of  fuch  Conlequence, 
preffed  by  two  Thirds  of  the  Nation,  re¬ 
quired. - But  although  it  might  be  doubt¬ 

ful,  whether  it  would  anfwer  the  End  pro- 
poled}i — yet  Mr.  P - -  thought  it  very  pro¬ 

per. 
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per,  to  give  it  a  fair  Trial  for  the  Satisfaction 
ot  its  Patrons,  and  the  Demand  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple. — He  knew  it  could  do  no  Harm;  and 
if  it  did  not  tucceed,  he  had  the  Satisfaction 
of  complying  with  the  almoft  univerfal  Opi¬ 
nion, — and  giving  the  People  an  Opportuni¬ 
ty  of  convincing  themfelves  of  the  Impracti¬ 
cability  of  it,  if  it  was  impracticable - It 

might  be  an  ufeful  Meafure,  at  the  word,  it 
was  only  an  Experiment — But  fuch  a  one  as 
fhewshe  laid  hold  of  all  Opportunities,  where 
he  faw  the  lead  Probabilities  of  doing  Good 
to  his  Country, 

The  next  public  Step 
he  took,  was  a  Defign  to  fecure  the  Subject 
from  vexatious  Imprifonments,  by  fettling  the 
Habeas  Corpus  A£lt  upon  fuch  a  Footing,  as 
might  extend  to  all  Cafes,  and  not  be  confined 
by  the  Interpretations  of  Lawyers,  to  ferve 
only  fuch  Purpofes  as  pleafed  them.- — — 

There  is  nothing  fo  va¬ 
luable  to  a  Man,  as  the  Liberty  of  his  Perlon, 
without  which  all  other  Enjoyments  would 
lofe  their  Relifh. — It  is  this  that  diftinguifhes 
the  Happinels  of  an  Engl  iff.  man  from  all  the 

othet' 
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other  Subjeds  in  the  World. - Nothing  but 

Felony,  High  Treafon  and  Murder  can  take 
away  his  Liberty  • — -It  is  for  this  End,  that 
the  Governor  is  as  much  confined  by  Law, 
as  the  Governed;  no  arbitrary  Power  can 
operate  in  this  Cafe.-- —This  was  the  great 
Object  of  Magna  Chart  a,  the  Petition  of 
Right  in  the  1  ime  of  Charles  the  Firft,  and 
the  Declaration  of  Right  at  the  Revolution.— 
But  when  it  was  found  that  the  EfFed  of 
this  excellent  Provilion  was  to  depend  upon 
the  Decifions  of  Lawyers,  and  the  Operation 
of  it  to  be  direded  by  their  Opinions,  it  was 
thought  proper  to  prevent  any  ill  Ufes  that 
might  be  drawn  from  the  vague  and  doubt¬ 
ful  Conftrudion  of  it,  to  give  it  a  new  Form, 
and  make  it  fo  explicit  and  declaratory,  that 
no  Chicanery  of  the  Law,  no  minifterial  In¬ 
fluence  in  Times  future,  fhould  ever  be  able 
to  endanger  this  precious  and  valuable  Right 
of  fthe  Subjed,  or  render  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Act,  the  great  Bulwark  of  it,  ineffedual  and 

ufelefs. - But  as  a  Matter  of  this  Confe- 

quence  required  the  utmolt  Deliberation,  it 
was  put  off  to  this  SefFion,  when  we  are  to  ex- 
ped  a  Bill  for  that  Purpofe,  drawn  by  a  moft 
judicious  and  able  Hand. 


The 
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The  Obfervation  I  would 

f  V 

.make  here,  is,  that  a  Conduit  of  this  Sort  in 
a  Minifler,  was  not  only  beneficial  with  Re¬ 
gard  to  the  Deixgn  of  reftoring  the  original 
Vigour  to  the  Law  itfelf, — but  it  was  alfo  a 
promising  Omen,  that  He,  who  was  fo  ten¬ 
der  of  the  People’s  Rights  in  this  Cafe,  never 
defigned,  in  the  Courle  of  his  Adminiftration, 
to  infringe  them,  or  break  through  any  Law, 
by  which  their  other  juft  Liberties  were 
fecured. 

The  Provifion  for  the  bet- 
ter  Payment  of  the  Navy,  was  another  In- 
ftance  of  his  Care  and  Concern  for  the  Public, 
——As  our  Situation  is  an  Ifland,  a  Cir- 
cum fiance  that  Pericles  wanted  only  to  make 
his  Country  impregnable  *  ;  the  great  Ob¬ 
ject  of  a  Minifler,  is  to  take  Order,  that  our 
Navy  be  kept  in  the  mod  refpedtable  Condi¬ 
tion  poffible.* — Upon  this  depends  our  Com¬ 
merce,  upon  our  Commerce  our  Riches,  and 
upon  our  Riches  our  Power. 

E  We 

*  E‘  rir-r,)  vr,muleu,  riiif;  av  a.\r\T7TOTt:oi  '/itrccv. 

Thucidid.  Concio  Periclis,  Lib  L  p,  96. 


We  are  in  much  the  fame 

State  in  this  Refpedt  with  the  Athenians _ 

Though  their  Situation  gave  them  not  all 
our  Advantages,  yet  by  their  Induffry  and 
Attention  to  their  Naval  Affairs,  they  im¬ 
proved  it  fo,  as  that  in  the  Time  of  Pericles 
their  Strength  by  Sea  was  become  fo  formida¬ 
ble,  that  he  tells  them.  No  King  or  Nation 
whatever  could  contend  with  them 

This  Dominion  of  the 
Sea,  was  owing  indeed  in  fome  Meafure  to 
the  Negligence  of  their  Neighbours,  in  pay¬ 
ing  their  Quota  in  Money  rather  than  Ships, 
by  which  they  buffered  their  Naval  Strength 
to  decay,  and  the  whole  Care  of  providing 
Ships,  happily  to  fall  into  the  Hands  of  the 
Athenians ,  which  Advantage  they  took  Care 
to  avail  themfelves  of,  and  ufed  it  afterwards, 
as  the  Means  of  extending  their  Power,  over 
whomfoever  they  pIeafed.~-~— ~- 

But 


*  Ko<\  tfXFOv  enf  Tti  V7rag%x<rri  tx  vcc'jtixx  7r\soy]» 
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ifo^QVTt,  Thucid.  Ibid. 


But  it  was  not  this  ac¬ 
cidental  Help  from  Abroad ,  but  the  continu¬ 
ed  Application  to  this  Bufinefs  at  Home,  that 
made  than  (o  formidable,  fo  confidcrable  — 
As  their  Navies  were  their  Defence,  they 
were  alfo  the  Carriers  of  all  the  Riches  of 
Afia,  and  Directors  not  only  of  the  Com¬ 
merce,  bur.  alio,  by  thofe  Means,  of  the  In¬ 
tends  of  all  the  neighbouring  Nations.- — So 
that  Pencks  had  good  Reafon  to  fay,  that 
The  Ma fiery  of  the  Sea  is  of  the  kigheft  Im¬ 
portance  *.  A  Saying  that  ought  always  to 
be  remembered  by  an  Englijhman . 


For  there  fame  Reafons 

Mr.  P -  employed  his  frit  Thoughts,  to 

make  the  bell  Provifion,  for  the  Supply  of  the 
Navy  }  which  ought  to  be  the  chief  Objeft 
of  our  Attention,  becaule  it  is  the  Foundation 
of  all  our  Happinefs,  the  Source  of  our 
Riches,  our  Importance  and  Security.  It  is 
that,  which  protects  our  Trade,  it  is  that 
which  of  late,  has  filled  the  Memorials  of  our 
Enemies  with  Complaints  of  covering  the 

£  2  Seas 
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Seas  with  our  Fleets. — It  is  this  that  puts  us 
out  of  tire  Reach  of  Infult  and  Surprize,  and 
makes  us  eafy  in  our  Beds,  when  Half  the 
Continent  of  Europe  at  this  Time,  is  expofed 
to  Plunder,  Devaluation  and  Carnage. 

However  Mr.  P- - — 

finding  a  great  Defedt  in  the  Adminifrration 
of  the  Navy,  which  arofe  from  the  Want  of 
a  fufficient  Stock  of  Seamen,  to  be  ready  to 
man  our  Ships  when  wanted,  and  apprehend¬ 
ing  this  to  be  occafioned  in  fome  Meafure,  by 
tlie  Delays  in  Payment  of  the  Seamen’s 
Wages,  till  the  Return  of  each  refpedive 
Ship,  which  fometimes  happens  (especially  in 
Eaft  India  Voyages)  not  to  be  in  five  or  fix 
Years,  during  which  Time,  the  Wives  of 
tbefe  Sailors  have  not  been  able  to  get  any 

Subfiftance  for  themfeives  and  Families. - - 

Upon  thefe  Confiderafions,  he  cauled  a  Bill 
to  be  brought  into  Parliament,  for  the  Al¬ 
lowance  of  Part  of  a  Sailor’s  Wages  to  be 
paid,  if  required,  to  his  Family  at  Home  ; 
whilft  he  is  employed  in  the  Service  of  his 
Country  Abroad.- - — 


Under 
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Under  fiich  Encourage¬ 
ments  as  thefe,  Sailors  will  not  enter  into  the 
Service  of  the  Navy,  with  fiich  Reliuflance  as 
formerly;  becaufe  they  fee,  that  now  they 
are  not  working  for  nothing,  as  they  ufed  to 
call  it,  but  that  their  Children  were  to  be 
brought  up  and  fed,  by  the  Fruit  of  their 

Father’s  Labours. - Whilft  thefe  ufeful  Men 

are  thus  tenderly  dealt  with,  and  treated  with 
fuch  Confideration,  as  is  undoubtedly  due  to 
their  Importance  ;  we  may  hope  never  to 
want  afufiicient  Naval  Strength,  to  alfertthc 
Dominion  of  the  Seas,  and  anfwer  all  the  o- 
ther  Ends  required  by  a  Maritime  Country  j 
befides,  while  proper  Care  is  taken  to  fupply 
his  Pay,  which  is  the  only  Objeil  of  the 
Sailor,  there  will  be  no  fear  of  his  going  over 
to  our  Enemies,  to  gain  that  Livelihood,  that 
he  would  chufe  to  earn  in  the  Service  of  his 
own  Country. — The  Importance  therefore 
of  every  able  Seaman  to  his  Country,  will 
luftify  the  Meafure  taken  to  afeertain  him  his 
Reward,  and  thereby  engage  him  to  the  Pub¬ 
lic,  whenever  he  may  be  wanted. 


I  think  I  need  not  pro¬ 
ceed  to  other  Inftances  to  fhew  how  much 

Mr.  P - is  poiTefled  of  that  yvmai  T« 

that  necefary  Knowledge  that  Pericles  requi.es 
in  the  firft  Place,  in  his  Statesman  }  and  how 
well  he  knew  to  make  Ufe  of  thofe  Talents 
that  he  had  acquired,  not,  for  Parade,  but 
Ufe  *,  not  for  Speculation,  but  that  he 
be  the  oetler  quahned  to  ferve  his 

Country  when  called  upon  f _ What  Proofs 

have  we  not  met  with,  of  this  in  foreign  Af¬ 
fairs  within  thefe  twelve  Months  pa  ft  ? _ 

How  well  his  Defigns  have  been  laid,  the 
SuccefTes  attending  them  will  declare, —and 
the  Enemies  of  his  Country,  yea  the  Enemies 
of  himfelf,  if  there  fhould  be  fuch  Men 
will  confefs.  I  will  conclude  this  Article* 
With  an  Obfervation  of  King  Archidamus  in 
Ybacidides ,  that  That  Man  is  always  to  be 
counted  abley  that  knows  how  to  ciSi  in  yljjuirs 
of  the  great  eft  Cotifequence  §. 

We 


*  Non  paranda  folum  fed  fruenda  Sapientia . 

Cicero  de  Finibus,  lib.  i. 
■f  Quo  fir  mi  ter  adverfumfortuitay  rempublicam 
capejferet.  Tacit.  4  Hill,  de  Helvidio. 

§  Kgunrc'j  uveu  ori;  eu  t ol;  ocvxfxouoT&Toig 

TouSevelai,  Archidam.  Concio  apud  Thucidid. 
Lib,  i,  p.  56, 
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We  come  next  to  the 
fecond  Qualification  laid  down  by  Pericles , 
in  his  Character  of  a  S tatefinan,  and  as  the 
firft  was  to  be  able  to  take  good  Meafures ,  the 
next  was  to  be  qualified  to  fipeak  to  them. 

This  Talent  here  rer 
quired,  was  chiefly  adapted  to  the  a^’tlo ess 
State,  which  being  a  Democracy,  every  Man 
fond  of  his  Liberty,  and  big  with  the  Opi¬ 
nion  of  his  Importance,  as  Part  of  the  Govern- 
\  ment,  took  upon  him  to  queflion  every 
Meafure,  and  oppofe  what  he  did  not,  thro’ 
Ignorance  or  Obftinacy,  approve  of.— For 
this  and  feme  other  Reafons  that  took  their 
Rife  from  the  fame  Caufe,  Eloquence  became 
a  neceflary  Part  of  a  Statefman’s  Charadter  at 
Athens ;  by  which  he  might  either  take 
Advantage  of  the  good  Humour  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple  for  the  Furtherance  of  his  Defigns,  or  di¬ 
vert  their  Refentments  and  capricious  Oppo- 
fition  of  them. 

Although  indeed  our 

Confutation  be  not  the  fame,  yet  there  is  the 
feme  Neceffity  for  the  Talents  of  Eloquence 

and 
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and  Oratory,  in  a  Minifter  of  Great  Britain , 
as  there  was  in  the  Demagogues  of 


O  O' 


or  Athens 


Contention  for  Power 
and  an  unbounded  Avarice  in  order  to  Amply 
to  Diffipation  and  DiiTolutenefs,  has  unhappily 
been  found,  more  or  lefs,  in  every  Govern¬ 
ment,  in  every  Age - From  hence  proceeds 

Faffiony  a  Word  big  like  the  Frcjan  Horfe, 
with  every  Evil  again  ft  that  Country,  where 
it  is  found. 

We  may  remember  it  a 
Maxim  in  Politicks  in  a  certain  Country,  be¬ 
gan  about  thirty  Years  ago,  that  in  order  to 
pull  down  a  Minifter,  it  was  neceftary,  always 

to  oppofe  him  right  or  'wrong. - .The  moil 

reafonable  and  expedient  Meafure,  was  not 
to  be  taken  for  the  public  Good,  left  it  might 
contribute  alfo  to  fix  his  Credit ;  nor  the  moft 
apparent  public  Nccefiity  complied  with,  left 

it  might  do  Honour  to  his  Adminiftration _ _ 

A  Principle  fuch  as  this,  would  not  only 
change  the, Nature  of  Man,  but  the  ordinary 
Meaning  of  Words, — for  by  this  Rule  Anar¬ 
chy  and  Confufion  would  be  the  beft  Mode 
of  Government;  factious'  Diftradtion  the  beft 

Polity 
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Polity,  and  the  beft  Way  to  fupport  the 
Public,  would  be  to  weaken  and  diftrefs  it. 


In  a  Cafe  like  this,  how 
uneafy  and  difficult  mu  ft  be  the  Situation  of 
a  Minifter,  who  at  every  Call,  is  to  explain 
and  lay  open  the  Uprightnefs  of  his  Inten¬ 
tions,  and  the  Utility  of  his  Meafures  ? — 
What  Eloquence  does  he  not  (land  in  need 
Gf,  to  take  off  Prejudices,  to  lay  open  Infinua- 
tions,  to  wipe  oft  falfe  Glolles,  detedl  Faile- 
hood,  both  in  Reafoning  and  Fait,  and  to 
anfwer  all  the  Obje&ions,  that  the  Art  or 
Malignity  of  a  Competitor  can  throw  in  his 
Way  ?■ — What  Oratory  is  required  to  a- 
waken,  to  perfuade,  to  convince,  the  Hearts 
of  thofe,  that  come  refoived,  neither  to  be  a- 

wakened,  nor  perluaded,  nor  convinced  ? - - 

Plutarch  tells  a  Story  of  'Julius  CceJ'ary  that 
one  Day,  when  Cicero  was  to  make  a  De¬ 
fence  of  Ligarius ,  he  faid  to  fome  of  his 
Friends,  come,  let  us  go  and  hear  Cicero , 

though  it  (hall  not  fave  Ligarius. - But  no 

fooner  had  the  Orator  begun  his  Speech,  but 
he  felt  himfelf  fenfibly  affected,  bye  and -bye 
he  changed  Colour,  and  in  the  Courfe  of  the 
Harangue,  was  at  Jail  fo  agitated  and  over- 

£  come. 


come,  that  he  dropt  unknowingly  the  Papers 
he  had  in  his  Hand,  through  Attention  and 
Surprize,  and  was  forced  to  acquit  Ligarius 
in  S fight  of  himf elf  *. 

We  have  feen  as  won¬ 
derful  Effects  of  Oratory  among  ourfelves, 
and  our  Englijh  Demagogues  have  been  o- 
bligcd  to  confefs  the  Force  of  Mr.  P — ’s 

Eloquence, - How  oft  have  they  came  like 

Cts/ar  to  oppole  and  condemn,  what  before 
they  departed,  they  were  obliged  to  approve, 
to  confirm  ? — What  mud  have  been  the 
Force  of  that  Addrefs,  that  could  make  Men 
drop,  not  only  their  Papers,  but  their  Attach¬ 
ments,  let  go,  not  only  their  Defigns,  but 
their  Animofities  ;  forget  not  only  their  Pre¬ 
judices,  but  their  Interefts? — How  powerful 
the  Enchantment  of  thefe  Sounds,  that  could 
thus  run  away  with  Men  even  from  them- 
felves  r - 

r- 

When  fir  ft  Mr.  ±  - 

entered  upon  the  Adminidration,  no  Doubt 

was 

*  i  I  » 

*  Tov  Jw  av0f«7roy  rr,i  a. nix?  £i€ttxtry.ivc;. 

Plutarch.  Vit.  Ciceron. 
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was  made,  tut  he  would  loon  be  talked  out 

of  hi?  Department. - All  the  Tongues  that 

were  thought  worth  employing,  were  fflarpm- 

edand  prepared  for  the  Attack. - But  after 

the  firft  Fire  that  was  returned  upon  each 

feeble,  fruitlefs  Attack, - the  baffled  Oracles 

became  dumb,  and  the  Brazen  Head  /poke 

no  more . 

And  indeed,  how  was 
it  poffible  that  Fa&ion,  and  Falfhood,  and 
Avarice  could  Hand  their  Ground,  againft  the 
Thunderings  and  Lightenings  of  public  Spi¬ 
rit,  of  Truth,  of  Difintereftednefs  *.  Vir¬ 
tues  fuch  as  thefe  in  a  Minifter,  cloathed  with 
all  the  Power  of  Speech,  and  Energy  of  Elo¬ 
cution,  mu  ft  drive  before  them,  ail  the  Pre- 
tenfions  of  falfe  Ambition,  and  dirty  Seif- 
Intereft. — 

*  . >  .  i  (  }  *  i  *  •  »  i  •  *4 

i  *  *  •  *  *  '  *  *  J  *  4 

Fa  Ac- 

*  Plutarch  in  the  Life  of  Pericles,  cbfervest 
that  they  ufed  to  fay  of  him  when  he  fpake  in 
Public,  that  he  thunder’d  and  lightned,  and  car¬ 
ried  terrible  Thunderbolts  on  his  Tongue. 

_ _ gwrav  ufu  amov  k«i  arpcnruiv,  oti  Snu-ryoctnr,,  Juvoji 

it  Kfjauvov  sv  yXuwn  (psouv. 
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V 

Accordingly,  we  have 
cn  Opjjcfiticns,  that  at  firit  breaking  out 
threatned  nothing  but  Havock  and  Over¬ 
throw,  fuddenly  fubfide  and  disappear,  upon 
pronouncing  the  Charm,  that  always  refides, 
in  an  upright  honed  Eloquence. 

To  this  it  is  owing,  that 
we  have  feen  Fa&ion  draw  in  its  Head,  all 
Oppofition  ceafe,  all  Jealoufies  laid  afleep,  of 
at  lead  compofed,  and  the  Honour  and  Inte- 
red  of  the  Public  only ,  carried  on  with  Unani¬ 
mity,  with  Vigour,  with  Succefs. - -And 

furely  Eloquence  never  appeared  more,  to  be 
a  Quality  necedary  in  a  Minider,  than  at 

this  Conjuncture. - When  Mr.  P— —  has 

demondrated,  that  it  is  to  that  joined  with 
Truth  and  Integrity,  that  we  owe  the  Unin¬ 
terruption  of  our  Meafures  at  Home,  the  due 
Operation  of  our  CouDfels  Abroad,  and  the 
very  confiderable  Figure  we  make  at  this 
Time  in  Europe, 

The  Opponents  there¬ 
fore  of  this  great  Man  mud  do  him  the  Juf- 
tice,  to  acknowledge,  what  with  great  Can¬ 
dour 
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dour  was  faid  of  Pericles ,  by  his  Rival  Thud - 

dides. - That  he  was  the  moft  powerful 

Orator,  and  the  mod  able  Statefman  of  his 
Time  *. 

But,  as  Pericles  obferv- 
ed,  what  is  the  Ufe  of  theie  Talents,  great 
as  they  con fe lied iy  are,  if  they  are  not  direct¬ 
ed  by  the  Love  of  our  Country  ?•  If  the  exten- 
five  Knowledge,  and  political  Experience  of 
a  Minifter,  be  not  employed  for  the  public 

Utility, - if  his  Eloquence  is  not  profitable 

to  his  Country,  what  he  fays  goes  for  nought, 
and  what  he  knows  is  worfe  than  Ignorance. 
We  have  feen  Examples  of  this  in  Rom,  in 
Athens  and  in  England,  and  there  has  been 
no  Nation  under  Heaven,  fin  which  there 
have  not  been  Men,  who  (in  the  Words  of 
the  Roman  Hi  dorian)  optimis  ingeniis  male 
uji,  et  facundi  Malo publico  -j\ 

Wherever  States  have 
been  unfettled,  and  Governments  overturned 

it 

*  Aeyuv  Tf  y.xi  voMti iy  SvmruTxro f, 

Thucidid.  Lib*  i.  p.  02. 
t  Patercul.  Rom.  Hiftor. 


it  has  not  been  by  Men  of  moderate  Abilities 

and  the  ordinary  Size  cf  Undemanding. - 

It  has  been  by  thofe- — -who  confcious  of  their 
own  Superiority,  have  made  ufe  of  their  Ca¬ 
pacity,  for  their  own  Advantage,  and  confi- 
dered  the  Public  only  as  a  Ladder  to  Hand 

upon,  that  they  might  reach  the  higher. - 

In  this  Cafe  the  Order  of  Nature  is  perverted, 
and  what  ought  to  have  been  the  grcatefl 
Excellence  and  Glory  of  a  Man,  and  tne 
utmoft  Happinefs  of  a  People,  becomes,  by 
Misapplication,  the  greateft  Calamity  of  the 
one,  and  the  fouled;  Reproach  of  the  other. 

_ A  Man  let  loofe  into  the  World  with  all 

thefe  dangerous  Inftruments  about  him,  and 
an  evil  Mind  to  fet  them  at  work,  is  only 
the  more  able  to  do  hurt,  and  like  a  great 
wild  Bead,  has  Power  and  Strength  only  to 

do  the  more  Mifchief. - 1  remember  it 

was  feverely  faid  by  Lord  Digby,  upon  the 
Bill  for  the  Attainder  of  Lord  Strafford,  that 
the  Malignity  of  his  Practices,  was  hugely 
aggravated  by  thoje  rare  Mbihties  of  his,  oj 
which  God  had  given  him  the  Ufe,  but  the 
Devil  the  Application.- — 'How  true  the  Re¬ 
flexion  was  in  that  particular  Cafe,  1  fhall 

not  enquire,  1  only  take  Notice  that  the 

Principle 
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Principle  of  bis  Argument  was  juft  and  right } 
for  wherever  eminent  Qualifies  ate  mifapplsed, 
the  bad  Conferences  of  luch  Deviation  and 
wrong  Direction  increafe  in  Proporrion  to 
the  Diitar.ce  from  that  Reditude,  that  has 
the  public  Good  for  its  Centiej  for  as  the 
Virtues,  fo  are  the  Vices  of  great  Minds  at¬ 
tended  with  the  mod  extraordinary  Effects, 
in  Proportion  to  their  Magnitude. 


But  as  this  Strength  of 
Genius  too  often  draws  after  it  an  Impotence 
of  Mind,  which  is  unable  to  refill:  the  Cajole¬ 
ries  of  Vanity  and  too  weak  to  make  Head 

againft  the  Invitations  of  Self-lntereft. - —— 

Wherever  we  find  it  in  its  native  Splendor, 
exerting  itfelf  with  Uprightnefs,  Modefty, 
and  true  Pauiotifm,  without  any  Views  of 
Self,  without  any  Object  predominant  over 

public  Spirit. - -There,  it  becomes  the 

Gift  of  God,  the  Glory  of  Man,  and  a  Blef- 
fing  to  Society.*  . — — - 


Let  us  examine  Mr. 

P- - ’s  Condud  by  this  Rule,  and  enquire 

how  far  his  Knowledge  and  Eloquence  have 
been  employed  for  the  Good  of  his  Country, 

and 
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and  here  we  fhall  find  him  the  Reverfe  of 
what  was  faid  of  Cinna,  and  our  Countryman 

Hampden. - Whatever  he  contrived,  it  was 

for  the  Honour  and  Interefi:  of  Britain , _ 

wherever  he  tried  to  perfuade,  it  was  to 
fliew  the  Expediency  of  carrying  thsfe  Mea- 
fures  into  Execution,— —It  was  to  open  the 
Eyes,  and  enlighten  the  Undemanding  of 
thofe  that  by  faife  Prejudices,  and  ill-ground¬ 
ed  Maxims  had  been  taught  to  believe,  the 
Power  of  France  irrejijlible,  and  our  bed: 

Efforts  ineffectual. - But  when  he  took'  the 

Reins  of  Government,  he  difpenfed  Light, 
and  Warmth  and  Adivity  through  all  the 
Britiflo  Empire,  and  fiirr’d  up  that  native  Fire 
in  the  Heart  of  every  Eng/iff  man,  that  had 
long  lay  languid  and  almoft  extind. 

I  have  already  obferved 
the  Succefs  of  our  Arms  under  his  Diredion 
I  fhall  only  take  Notice  at  prefent,  that  we 
have  not  only  fhewed  ourfelves  fuperior  to 
the  Enemies  in  that  refped,  but  that  our 
\  Trade  has  flourifhed  fo  much  in  this  fhort 
Period,  that  perhaps  was  never  equal’d  in 
Britain. 


Afk 


(  45  ) 

Afk  any  Merchant  on 
the  Exchange  of  London ,  (whatever  the  Sedt 
of  his  Religion  or  Politicks  may  be,)  of  the 
State  of  our  Trade;  he  will  honetlly  own, 
that  the  Trade  of  this  Kingdom,  never  flou- 
rilhed  fo  much,  as  at  this  Day. — Nor  was 
that  of  our  Enemies,  ever  fo  threatened  with 
Ruin. 

Whence  then  all  this 
Profperity  and  Thriving  Is  not  this,  from 
Meafures  well  taken,  and  well  executed  ? — * 
Where  the  Benefits  and  Advantages  accrue 
to  the  Public,  it  is  a  Proof  that  the  Spirit 
that  didlated  and  diredled  thofe  Counfels,  was 
public  too. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  faid 
that  what  we  place  to  the  Love  of  Country 
in  this  Gentleman,  may  arife  from  other  Mo¬ 
tives, — and  that  in  a  Heart  flaming  with  the 
Pretence  of  Patriotifm,  there  may  be  con¬ 
cealed  fome  Particles  of  inordinate  Ambition 
and  Lull  of  Power  — - 

G  Be 

*  Erant  quibus  appetentior  fama  videretur , 
quando  etiam  Sapicntibus ,  cupido  Gloria  novijjinia 
(xuitur,  Tacit.  4  Hiftor.  de  Hdvidio. 


(  46  ) 

Be  it  fo — I  congratu¬ 
late  my  Country,  on  having  a  Minifter  that 
afpires  to  the  Heighth  of  Power,  only  to  be 
the  better  able  to  do  her  Service, — that  is 
fired  with  the  higheft  Ambition,  only  to  have 
the  more  Opportunity  of  proving  himfelf  he? 
mod;  faithful  Servant.- — Ambition  is  a  Vir¬ 
tue,  when  its  Object  is  juft,  and  Defire  of 
excelling  is  the  nobleft  Principle  of  human 
Adtions  *.  And  therefore  where  it  meets 
with  Re&itude  of  Heart,  it  is  capable  of 
doing  more  Good,  in  Proportion  as  it  afpires 

after  the  Means  of  doing  it. - But  where 

this  Defire  is  not  •,  where  a  Man,  let  his  Sta¬ 
tion  be  what  it  will,  does  not  feel  this  Spur 
of  Reputation  and  Glory,  no  great  Thing  is 
ever  to  be  expected  from  him  j  becaufe  this 
is  the  Stock,  upon  which  all  Virtues  and  great 
Actions  are  grafted  ;  and  for  which  Reafon, 
I  can  eafily  conceive  the  Poet  judicioufly 
joined  them  together. 

Vine  it  amor  Patriot,  laudifqtte  immenfa  Cttpido  f . 

If 

•  Optumos  Mortalium  altijjima  cuperc. - 

Unum  infatiabiliter  parandum ,  profperam  jui  Me - 
moriam,  nam  contemplu  fama^  ccntemni  Virttttes. 

Tacit.  Annal,  4. 

-j-  Virgil.  Aineid,  vi.  823. 
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If  it  be  'aflced,  what 

is  Love  of  Country? - It  is  the  higheft 

Exertion  of  that  Quality,  that  is  the  chief 

Ornament  and  Duty  of  human  Nature. - 

Adts  of  Kindnels  and  Benevolence  towards 
Individuals,  towards  Friends,  Relations  or 
Neighbours,  proceed  from  fweet  and  amiable 
Dilpofitions,  and  conciliate  the  Love  and 
Efleem  of  thofe,  that  feel  the  kind  Effedrs 

of  them, - But  when  that  Benignity  and 

Love  is  not  confined  to  Neighbour,  to  Friends 
or  Relations,  but  extended  to  every  Indivi¬ 
dual  in  Society,  and  to  every  Intereft  of  every 
Individual;  what  muft  be  the  Glory  and 
Value  of  that  Man,  that  thus  watches  ove 
the  Community,  and  what  muft  be  the  Gra¬ 
titude  due  from  the  Public  to  his  Virtues  •f'. 

Whatever  has  been  the 
Ambition,  and  Defire  of  Popularity  in  Mr. 
P— ,  he  does  not  challenge  it  gratis ,  he 
'  offers  his  Country  a  valuable  Confideration 

G  2  for 

■f  Cari  funt  parentes,  curt,  liberi ,  propinqui , 
Familiares ;  Jed  omnes  omnium  Caritates  patria 
una  (omplexa  ejl,  Cicer.  de  Qfficiis.  Lib.  i. 


-  •  •  "  .  Y- W  ”/•••  •  d"?  -  ■ 

i'  ^  v  :C'CC  :  .:  :ii-m  ,  ■  »  '  4  "  - 


for  it,  and  pays  them:  in  fubftantial  Service, 
be  lore  lie  exacts  their  Approbation  ;  he  does 
not  afk  this  Reward  as  a  Favour,  he  claims  it 
as  his  Due. 


* 

It  was  a  Part  ol  the  pa¬ 
triot  Character  of  Cato,  that  he  was  born  to 
do  every  Toing  right,  that  he  was  concerned 
in  *  ;  but  if  this  fliould  be  thought  to  be  a  lit¬ 
tle  overcharged  by  the  Hitlorian. - Our  Pa¬ 

triot  will  be  content,  that  his  Name,  fliould 
go  down  to  Pofterity,  as  a  Minifler,  that  ever 
meant  well',  and  as  one  of  the  Scipios  was 
honoured  by  the  Voice  of  the  whole  Senate, 

with  the  Title  of  Optimus  Vir. - Mr. 

Pjtt  hopes  to  be  thought,  not  only  by  the 
Senate,  but  by  every  Man  in  Britain,  to  endea¬ 
vour,  to  deferve  it. - 

?  F  T 

But  thefe  great  Qua¬ 
lities  of  Knowledge,  of  Eloquence  and  Pa- 
triotilm,  have  not  always  been  employed  for 
public  Utility.— They  have  ferved  for  var- 
nifhing  over  Defigns  not  the  mod  laudable, 

and  been  fpeeious  Coverings  to  Self-Love  ana 

pri- 


Natus  fid  omnifiy  cuit  retie  Jacienda  Junt, 
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private  Intereft, — For  which  Reafon,  Pericles 
fuppofes,  his  Statefman  not  complete,  unlefs 
he  joins  to  all  thefe  Difmterejlednejs  and  a 
Mind  fuperior  to  Riches ,  xpewaK  ■— 

For  lays  he,  though  he  has  all  the  others,  if 
he  be  overcome  by  the  Attention  to  Riches, 
he  will  fell  all  the  reft  for  the  obtaining  of 
this  one  Thing. 

It  was  the  Obfervation 
of  Livy  *,  founded  in  Experience,  and  col- 
leded  from  the  Hiftory  of  the  Heart  of  Man, 
that  private  Views  always  did,  and  always  will, 
obftrud  and  defeat  public  Counfels,  and  in¬ 
deed  it  is  impcffible  it  ihould  be  otherwife  ; 
for  if  that  Stream  of  Attention  that  ought  to 
run  in  full  Current  into  the  Concerns  of  the 
Community,  fhould  at  any  Time,  be  divert¬ 
ed  and  divided  into  private  Canals,  the  Pub¬ 
lic  mu  ft  lofe  juft  as  much  Strength  and  Vi¬ 
gour,  as  there  is  Nourifhment  taken  from 
her,  and  conveyed  elfewhere. 

If 

*  Private  res  femter  cffecere ,  cjjidenlque ,  pub- 
lids  Confiliis.  Liv.  Lib.  xxii. 

Avaritia  omnia  venalia  habere,  edocet. 

Salluft.  Catalin. 
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If  Avarice  ffiould  once 
be  the  ruling  Paffion  of  a  Minifter,  who  ge¬ 
nerally  has  in  his  Power  the  Means  of  grati¬ 
ng  it,  at  the  Expence  of  his  Country  ; 
there  is  no  Advantage  of  the  State  that  he 
will  not  give  up  in  Exchange  for  his  own  In- 
tereft. - He  will  employ  his  political  Chi- 


millry,  to  extrad  Gold  out  of  every  Thing, 
nothing  will  be  thought  bafe  that  is  profitable’ 
and  the  Honour  and  Profperity  of  his  Coun¬ 
try  will  be  fold  to  the  bell  Bidder. - It 


was  for  this  Reafon,  that  the  Thebans  made  a 
Law,  that  no  Man  that  had  not  quitted  Trade 
for  ten  Tears ,  Jhould  be  employed  in  any  Part 
of  the  Government  *.  Becaufe,  where  a 
Mind  has  been  accullomed  to  have  nothing  in 
view  but  Profit  and  Gain,  as  it  generally  hap¬ 
pens  in  Trade  ;  it  would  be  with  Difficulty, 
drawn  off  from  that  Attention,  and- more 
eafily  inclined  to  poffpone  the  public  Wel¬ 
fare,  to  private  Profit. — The  Love  of  Money 
that  ufed  to  direct  their  Thoughts  in  Bufinefs, 
would  be  inlenlibly  derived  into  the  Adminif- 

tration 


*  F,v  vouo;  r,v  rev  ctxz  stuv  u'i  xirsyouivov  t 

u-yopy.;,  y.Y,  [xirr/jtv  ay/j,;. 


Arillote’,  Politic.  Lib,  iii.  c.  5. 
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tration  of  Affairs  ;  and  of  this  we  have  fecn 
many  Inftances  in  a  neighbouring  State, 
where  private  Commerce  has  been  car¬ 
ried  on  with  the  Enemies  of  the  Country 

J  > 

and  Governors  been  tempted  by  an  advanced 
Price  to  connive  at  th*f  Supply  of  warlike 
Stores  to  thofe  very  People,  that  were  iq  ac- 
tual  War  with  them ;  and  perhaps  their 
Community  never  fuffered  fo  much  from  any 
Circumftance  in  their  Affairs,  as  from  this 
national  Character,  of  turning  every  Thing 

into  Gain. - -And,  I  believe  the  Obferva-s, 

tion  will  hold  good,  that  no  Nation  or  Peo¬ 
ple  of  commercial  Genius,  where  the  Go¬ 
vernment  was  immediately  in  the  Hand  of 
Merchants,  ever  were  famous  for  any  great 
Action  i  and  the  Reafon  feems  to  be  plain, 
becaufe  their  whole  Thoughts  having  been 
ufed  to  turn  upon  themfelves  and  their  own 
Advantages,  they  were  incapable  of  thinking 
greatly  *,  and  unable  to  break  through  thofe 
narrow  fclfifh  Reftraints,  and  give  that  Pre„ 
ference  to  the  Public,  that  they  were  ufed  to 
appropriate  to  their  own  Affairs. 

If 
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If  this  Attention  to  Mo¬ 
ney  in  the  Genius  of  a  People,  be  Detrimen¬ 
tal  to  their  Concerns,  how  much  more  fo, 
how  flagitious  mule  it  he  in  a  Minifter,  whole 
Thoughts  and  Actions  will  perpetually  ter¬ 
minate  on  himfelf ;  with  the  Power  in  his 
Hand  to  gratify  the  mod  inlatiable  Avarice, 
and  facrifice  his  Country’s  Intereft,  to  his  own 
private  Confiderations. 

We  need  not  go  back 
into  antient  Times  to  fee  Examples  of  this 
fordid,  diflionourable  and  deftrudtive  Paffion. 

What  a  mean  and  pitia¬ 
ble  Figure,  does  the  great  Conftable  Mont¬ 
morency  make,  with  all  his  other  Virtues  and 
Abilities  about  him,  that  had  raifed  him  to 
be  the  moll  powerful,  rich,  and  honourable 
Perfon  in  his  Country  ;  when  the  Hiftorian 
clofes  his  Character,  by  faying,  that  he  was 
the  word  Friend ,  becaufe  the  whole  Courfe  of 

his  Aciions  was  directed  by  SelJ-lntereJl  *. 

And 

*  Ma  di  cattivo  amico,  affirmando  cbe  il  pro- 
prio  Intercjfe  regiva  Jetnpre  il  corfo  di  tutte  /’  at - 
tionifue.  Davila,  Hift.  delie  Guerre  Civil,  di 
Franc.  Liv.  iv.  An.  1566. 


(  53  ) 


And  how  forry  are  we 
to  find  the  Dignity  of  the*  Admiral  Coligny , 
which  we  ufed  to  look  up  at  with  Reverence 
and  Refpect,  wither  and  die  away  at  the  In- 
iiant  that  wre  read,  that  he  cwas  a  Man,  that 
in  every  Thing  ke  did ,  his  chief  Attention  ’was 
to  procure  bis  own  Inter  ef,  by  every  Method  *. 


Each  of  thefe  great  Men 
Was  at  the  Head  of  his  Party,  and  each  had 
like  to  have  ruined  it,  by  this  Attention  to  Self. 

How  great  then  mult 
be  the  Happinefs  of  a  People,  where  In¬ 
tegrity  and  Difintereftednefs  fit  at  the  Helm; 


and  if  Avarice  in  a  Minifter  be  an  atrocious 
Crime,  what  is  there  not  to  be  hoped  for, 
from  his  Uprightnefs  and  Incorruption  ? 


Riches  in  the  Opinion 
of  a  great  Part  of  the  World,  can  purchafe 
mofc  of  thofe  Things  that  give  Importance  or 
ap-reeable  Senfations,  and  for  thefe  Reafons 
are  the  Qbjedt  of  mod  Men's  Purfuits.^To 

H  ob- 


*  „ —  In  (utte  le  cofe  inclinatc  ad  attendere  et  cl 
procurare  per  ogni  modo >  il  fuo  privato  Intereffe. 

Davila.  Liv.  iv.  An,  1^69. 


(  H  ) 


I 


£o  be  thought  rich  rather  than  good  Men. — — 
But  where  we  find  a  Contempt  of  Riches  and 
a  Greatnels  of  Mind,  that  makes  Men  iuperior 


to  ali  thofe  little  Confiderations  that  engage 

the  far  greater  Part  of  the  World. - There 

we  may  expedt  to  meet  every  public  Virtue 


in  its  full  Luflre,  which  more  or  lefs  are  ob- 


fcured,  if  not  extinguished,  by  Avarice  and 
Corruption.- - — 


It  is  altnoft  impofilble 


a  dijlnterefled  Minijier  fhould  be  a  bad  Man 
in  his  political  Capacity,  and  that  he  that  can 
relift  the  Love  of  Money,  can  fubmit  to  fa- 

crifice  his  Country  to  any  other  Paffion. - 

As  therefore  a  Contempt  of  Riches  is  the 
Flower  that  grows  out  of  the  Combination 
of  mo  ft  other  Virtues,  fo  where  it  is  found,  it 
is,  generally  fpeaking,  reciprocally  attend¬ 
ed  by  them  *.-■■■ 

But  I  Should  wandec 
too  far  into  Eflay,  if  I  was  to  indulge  tnyfelf 

in 

*  A laximeque  admirantur  eum,  qui  pecunia  non 
movetur  j  quod,  in  quo  Viro  perfpeElum  fit,  hunc 
igni  fpeftatum  arbitranlur . 

Cic.  de  Officiis,  Lib.  ji. 
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Jn  tranfcribing  thefs  and  fueh  like  Sentiments, 


from  the  Character  of  Mr.  P 


— — ,  whofe 
Conduct  has  been  the  belt  Comment,  upon 
what  has  been  (aid  in  the  Precepts  of  Philo- 
fophers,  or  in  the  Maxims  of  Statefmen,  in 
Deteftation  of  Avarice  and  Self-Intcreft,  and 
in  Commendation  and  Praife  of  public  Spirit 
and  Incorruptnefs. 

But  it  may  be  (aid,  Mr. 
P — **’s  Adminiftration  is  at  prefent  but  in  its 
Infancy,  and  be  has  not  had  Opportunities  to 
fhew,  or  the  World  Time  enough  to  judge 
of  him  in  this  Relpedt,  how  far  he  may  be 

fuperior  to  the  Temptation  of  Money. - - 

In  Anfwer  to  this,  I  fhall  relate  a  Circum- 

ftance  or  two  of  Mr.  P - ’s  public  Life, 

that,  the  Reader  is  hereby  allured,  he  may 
depend  upon  as  Fadts. 

When  this  Gentleman 
was  appointed  fome  Years  ago,-  to  the  Office 
of  Pay- Mailer  of  the  P'orces,  he  found  it  had 
been  cuftorrary  to  have  ioo,ooo/.  by  Ad¬ 
vance,  generally  lie  in  the  Hands  of  the  Pay- 
Mailer,  which  in  the  Time  of  fome  of  thofe 
that  prefided  before  him  in  that  Office,  ufed 
to  be  fubfcribed  in  Government  Securities, 

H  2  which 


/  *  V 
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which  brought  3  or  4000/.  per  An.  more  or 

Ids,  into  their  private  Purfes. - And  in  our 

Memory  there  happened  a  Coniundture, 

when  this  Money  lo  fubfcribed  into  the 

* 

Land-Tax,  was  called  for  upon  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  Emergency  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Army,™ 
but  being  locked  up  in  the  Exchequer,  and 
all  public  Funds  bearing  a  large  Difcount,  it 
could  not  be  fold  but  at  fuch  a  great  Lofs,  as 
would  have  been  of  the  utmoft  Damage  to 
to  the  Subfcriber.  What  was  the  Confe- 
quence — -The  Payment  of  the  Army  in  the 
Time  of  War  and  Rebellion,  was  dop’d, 
when  there  was  the  great  eft  Occafion  for 
public  Credit  and  Punctuality  in  the  Payment 
of  thofe  Troops,  upon  whom  our  Whole 
depended. 


But  when  Mr,  P 


went  into  that  Department,  he  placed  what¬ 
ever  Sums  of  Money  belonged  to  the  Office, 
in  the  Bank,  where  they  might  be  ready  for 
the  public  Service,  without  ever  appropriating 
any  Part  of  it  to  his  private  Ufe,  as  had  been 
the  Cuftom  of  former  1  imes ;  he  never  fub¬ 
fcribed  One  Shilling  into  the  Funds,  nor  ever 
availed  himfelf  of  any  Intereft  ariiing  from 
public  Monies  at  his  Difpofal,  but  was  fan¬ 
ned 


(  57  ) 

fied  with,  and  touched  no  more  than  the 

legal  Appointment. 

The  next  Fa£t  is, — that 
when  the  Parliament  granted  Subfidies  to  the 
King  of  Sardinia  and  Queen  of  Hungary , 
payable  at  his  Office,  Half  per  Cent,  ox  more, 
ufed  to  be  taken  on  the  whole  Subfidy,  in  the 
mo  ft  reputable  Times,  and  by  thofe  of  the 
moft  approved  Characters, — as  a  Perquifite  of 

Office  ; - this  Mr.  P— - -  refuted,  which 

would  have  come  to  a  large  Sum,  as  the 
Grants  at  that  Time  to  both  thefe  Powers 
were  very  conftderable.- — When  the  King  of 
Sardinia  was  told  this,  he  could  not  help  ex- 
preffing  his  Surprize,  at  fuch  an  Inftance  of 
Greatnefs  of  Mind  and  Difintereftednefs,  and 
therefore  ordered  his  Agent  to  offer  the  fame 
Sum,  as  a  Royal  Prefent  to  Mr.  P — ,  who 
had  before  refuted  it  as  a  Perquifite. — His  An- 
fwer  to  this  was,  that  as  the  Parliament  had 
granted  thofe  Sums  for  fuch  Ufesfhe  had  no 
Right  to  any  Part  of  the  Money; — that  he  did 
no  more  than  his  Duty  in  paying  it  entire,  and 
hoped  the  Refufal  of  the  King’s  Prefent  upon 
that  Gccafton,  would  not  give  Offence, — — 
When  his  Sardinian  Majefty  heard  this, 

he 
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Inftan  res  of  Difintereftednefs  and  i 
miry  bke  this  are  not  to  be  met  with  perhaps 
in  our  own,  or  the  Annals  of  other  Countries. 


To  abftain  from  what 
other  Men  by  Example  and  Cuftom,  and 
without  too  fcrupulous  Enquiry,  took  for 
granted  to  be  lawful,  becaufe  it  was  profitable, 
was  fuch  an  exalted  Adf  of  pure  Probity ,  as 
could  proceed  from  nothing  but  the  higheft 
Senfe  of  doing  what  was  right ;  and  indeed 
we  fee  the  Contempt  of  Riches  fo  generally 
connected  with  Rectitude  of  Hearty  that  in 
whomfoever  we  find  the  one,  it  is  a  Preiump- 
tion,  that  we  have  every  Thing  great  and 
glorious  to  expedt  from  his  other  Virtues  *. 
And  in  this  we  are  not  dilappointed,  for  it  is 

to  Mr.  P - ’s  Vigilance  likewiie,  that  we 

owe 


*  Civis,  Senator,  Marilus ,  gener ,  amicus , 
c  until  s  vit<e  tjjiciis  as^uabilis,  opuni  c  on  tempt  or , 
rebli  pervuau  ccnpans  a  elver  jus  wetus . 

Tacit,  de  Helvid.  Lib.  iv.  Miftor. 


■ 
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owe  our  Security ;  to  his  Labours,  our  Re* 

* 

pofij;  to  his  W ifdom,  our  Profperity. — 

How  juflly  then  did 
Pericles  require  a  Mind  fuperior  to  the  Love 
of  Money  to  make  it  the  Bails,  on  which  the 
great  Building  of  a  true  Statefman  was  to  be 
raifed, — without  which  all  the  oilier  Quali¬ 
ties  would  be  ufelefs, — that  is,  without  a  Soul 
fupenor  to  Regards  of  Self-Intereft,  neither 
Knowledge,  nor  Eloquence,  nor  Love  of 

Country,  could  anfwer  any  good  Purpolcs, _ 

for  Knowledge  without  public  Spirit  to  diredt 
it,  would  be  only  a  greater  Ability  to  hurt. — - 
Eloquence  an  infidious  Abufe,  and  Art  of 
deceiving, — and  Patriotifm  only  a  Ipecious 
Name  to  cover  private  Defigns,— — But  when 
to  thele  are  joined  clean  Hands ,  and  an  v.n  • 
corrupt  Heart,  it  is  this  that  gives  the  Fra¬ 
grance  to  the  whole  Chaplet,  it  is  this  that 
gives  the  high  Finilhing  to  the  Chara&er  of 
Mr.  P- - . 


How  great  then  mull 
be  the  Satisfaction  of  every  En^lijkrnan,  to 
fee  the  public  Affairs  in  the  Hand  of  fuch  an 
upright  Mimfier  as  this  -  Who  in  every 

Employment 
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Employment  aded  as  knowing  that  the 
main  Object  he  ought  to  have  in  View  was, 
that  he  belonged  to  the  Public ,  not  the  Public 
to  him  *  ?  An  Experience  of  this  Kind,  is  a 
happy  Prefage,  that  he  that  was  fo  Angularly 
juft  in  a  Money  Department,  may  always  be 
depended  upon  for  his  Integrity,  in  every  o- 
ther  Part  of  the  Adminiftration. 


We  have  thus  feen  Mr. 
Secretary  Pitt,  anfwering  thofe  Qualifica¬ 
tions  required  by  Pericles  as  neceftary  to  form 
a  true  Statefman .- — -And  while  he  employs 
them  for  the  Honour  and  Intereft  of  his  Coun¬ 
try,  there  is  fomething  due  from  his  Country 
to  him. 

To  avail  ourfelves  of  his 
Virtues,  and  to  render  them  the  more  effec¬ 
tual,  we  fhould  for  our  own  Sakes,  give  him 
all  the  Afliftance  poflible ;  fupport,  prated, 
defend  him  —  We  fhould  open  him  a  fair 
Field  to  operate  in,  remove  all  Incumbrances, 
banifh  all  Fadion,  and  lay  afide  all  Animo- 

fity; 

*  Nec  rempublicam  turn  ejle ,  fed  te  Reipub - 
7  ^  Scireca  de  Cicmeatia. 
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fity  ;  we  fhould  encourage  him  by  out!  Ap¬ 
probation,  and  give  him  that  Satisfaction  for 
his  Endeavours,  to  own,  that  we  believe  him 
an  boneft  able  Man,  that  never  will  ufe  his  A- 
biiities  to  the  Hurt  or  Difhonour  of  his  Coun¬ 
try.—- Let  us  but  do  this,  and  he  will  give  a 
good  Account  of  the  reft. 

•v  v- 

Thefe  Thoughts  thus 
thrown  together,  and  addrefled  to  every  dif- 
pafiionate  candid  Reader,  may  lerve,  not  on¬ 
ly  to  give  them  a  juft  Opinion  of  this  excel¬ 
lent  Man ,  and  an  entire  Confidence  in  his 
Adminiftration. — But  if  they  fhould  chance  to 
fall  into  his  Hands  alfo, — they  may  ferve  to 
inform  bim  how  he  ftands  with  his  Country. 
She  is  fenfible  of  his  Services, — -and  bids 
him  go  on  — —And  that  as  long  as  he  con¬ 
tinues  faithful  to  her,  Ihe  will  fupport  him 
at  all  Events  againft  all  Oppofition  what¬ 
ever.—— But  that  if  he  fhould  ever  employ 
thole  rare  Talents  againft  Her,  Ihe  will  with¬ 
draw  her  Favour  from  him,  as  a  Man 
the  moft  capable  to  do  her  Hurt.— 

They  may  ferve  alfo  to 
remind  Men  in  future  Times,  as  a  fhort 
Manual  of  tnse  Politicks,  what  the  Qualities 

1  are, 


•  9  ril 
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3 re,  that  their  Country  requires  in  a  Minifter 
and  what  Ufes-he  ought  to  put  them  to. 

■' ;  «*  1  *■  f  .  '  7  :,4  j 

.  ,  .  ’  ; ,s  hoped,  that  what 

is  here  exhibited  as  a  chearful  and  comforta- 

hie  Profped  to  every  Englishman ,  will  give 
Offence  to  none.— It  is  not  intended  to  infinu- 
.  ate  any  Refledion  upon  other  Men  in  Power, 

or  place  Charaders  in  Contrafte. - All  that 

is  dcfigned  is  honeft  and  laudable. — It  is  no 
.mote  than  to  do  Juftice  to  the  Abilities  and 
Virtue  of  that  Man ,  that  His  Majeffy  has 
.thought  fit  to  employ,  with  fo  much  Glory' 
to  his  Royal  Perfon,  and  To  much  real 
Benefit  to  hfs  thani/ulPeopk. 


F  I  N  1  S. 
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